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AT THE INVITATION of Her Majesty the Queen thirty Toc H carol 

singers from the Sandringham Estate once more sang for twenty 

minutes to the members of the Royal Family house-party in the 

Roval drawing-room of Sandringham House on 

s December 23. The choir, composed of members 

Carols ; eet , 

of the Dersingham men’s and women’s 

Branches and Toc H Builders, is led by schoolmaster Aubrey 

Bell, and Jearns about twenty carols, including one new one, 

each year. There are usually special requests from members of 

the Royal Family, and this year the Queen's special request was 
for Ding Dong Merrily On High. 


THE MANY FRIENDS of Alan Paton will rejoice to know that 
recently in South Africa he was invested with the Order of 
Simon of Cyrene. This Order is for lay men and women who have 

Neve rendered outstanding service to the Church of 
F the Province of South Africa and is restricted 

Paton to fifty in number. Simon of Cyrene, it will 
be recalled, is traditionally the African who helped to carry 
Our Lord’s Cross. 


ANONYMOUS LETTERS are ignored as a rule, but one exception is 
the letter which reaches Toc H with unfailing regularity. Every 
year since 1953 we have received a donation of £! under the 
Public nom-de-plune of ‘Open Pub Windows— 

% to help reduce cancer among barmen’. (In 
Thanks earlier years it was ‘to prevent tuberculosis’.) 

As a Suitable acknowledgement, Toc H appeals to all publicans 
to open wide their windows. If the donor is a reader of the 
JouRNAar he will know that this is an expression of our gratitude. 
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THE CURIOUS READER may wonder at the significance of the sign 

that appears occasionally in the left-hand margin of our pages. 

Members and friends of the Bordon Company will be in no such 

Sign of doubt, for they know that their attention is 

h being drawn to some item that is especially 

the J] commended to their prayers. In this way they 

seck daily to uphold the work of Toc H everywhere. Members of 

Toc H who are not linked with the Bordon Company but 

nevertheless feel prompted to join in these special prayers will be 
regarded as a most welcome reinforcement. 


THE THREE main interests in ‘Mac’s’ life were All Hallows Church; 
Crutched Friars Housc, Headquarters of the Women’s Associa- 
tion; and the Toc H Family overseas. Most appropriately, 

: therefore, all three should benefit from her 
Alison Macfie memorial fund which the Women’s Associa- 
tion Central Executive has just opened. It is 
hoped to have in All Hallows a memorial to her work on Tower 
Hill, while at Crutched Friars House her former flat will provide 
extra accommodation and a club room for members and friends. 
The overseas part of the fund should enable members of the 
women's staff occasionally to visit their Branches in other 
countries and so continue the work which Mac herself did so 
well and so unsparingly. Any contributions to the “Alison 
Macfie Memorial Fund" should be sent to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Toc H Women's Association, 42 Crutched Friars, London, 
ECH 


Memorial 


THE BORSTAL population contains a proportion of homeless 
boys who are unlikely to be remembered by anyone at Christmas. 
In response to our annual appeal to affiliated schools, boys in 
R over seventy schools sent between them 776 
ecord ל‎ 
parcels to the homeless boys in Borstal 
Response institutions last Christmas. This is a record 
figure, an increase of not far short of two hundred over last 
year, and their generous response made it possible for the 
Central After-Care Association to ensure that there was no boy in 
Borstal without a parcel. 


THE RUN on our Christmas Cards last year was hotter than we 

can remember. Even a hurried reprinting of the Holy Family 

card could not satisfy all demands. A member from far north 

Christmas telephoned a late request, only to be told that 

we were cleaned out of both designs and even 

Cards a few hundred left over from the previous 

year. Certain of us at Headquarters were as badly caught out 
as anyone, 
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ee ₪ . 99 
Operation Spring Roses 


DR. JAMES WATSON 
Western Australia 


TT SEEMED at first such a silly idea, organising a distribution 

of roses at the height of the spring flowering as a symbol 
of thanksgiving. But the more one thought of it the better 
it looked. So the letter went out to all units in late June 
(our midwinter), telling them that Toc H units would call 
on all local churches and organisations in their district to 
ask for names of the sick, lonely and aged, and for flowers 
and help. “Each year”, it said, “ʻa fresh cut rose is presented 
from Tower Hill, home of Toc H, to the Lord Mayor of 
London as rent. Perhaps the roses we give may help the 
community know that rent is to be paid for our room on 
earth.” 


Units started to list organisations and admire good 
gardens. A sheet headed “ Operation Spring Roses" 
gave an outline of orders for the day. We found that those 
churches and organisations which were spoken to eight 
weeks ahead and kept up to it gave a good response. The 
operation sheet gave a job under the jobmaster to collectors 
(‘find six good gardens or else!’*); bundlers ("ask the missus 
and get her to ask her friends"); and distributors (“car 
required”). 


So we took a sudden remarkable interest in horticulture, 
and members’ wives found that the spouses showed a 
renewed interest in keeping down the aphis and in manuring. 

Ten days beforehand we were told: “12th October, 
Saturday, 8 a.m.” Collectors chatted to their neighbours; 
Town Council gardeners and headmasters were approached 
for further spoils. One unit was given a thousand sheets of 
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water-damaged cellophane. Cards* were printed, each with 


a hole punched in the upper right hand corner. Below the 
Lamp was written: 


“Your neighbours wish to share these with you and send 
their best wishes. 


Organised by Toc H, in co-operation with churches and 
organisations of the community. 


Toc H exists to help others. If you are ever in need of help 
please ring: 


Local Secretary: Phone: 
(We later realised we should not have printed in black on 


white, as raising the thought of death too obviously in some 
of the elderly). 


A happy delivery of roses. 


Came The Day; early rising; a member's garage com- 
mandeered; trestle tables put up; workers wrapping and 
bundling. All very light-hearted: “Never seen such fra- 
grance and beauty in my garage!" Station wagons looking 
like a gangster's funeral disgorged clothes baskets and 
buckets. The jobbie dashed about with cards, arranging 
deliveries into streets, telling distributors how many to 
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deliver. At 10.10 a.m. one said: ‘‘Two hundred and ten 
bunches - and finished!” 


The results were better than could be imagined. The 
recipients were greatly bucked: some told Toc H what jobs 
needed doing. Participators asked to come to our next 
meeting. Others said they had not realised such loneliness 
as they had seen existed and after all this Operation Spring 
Roses must become an annual event. 


Should others wish to copy Western Australia they will 
not infringe patent rights. 


A Postscript to the Operation 


The following explanation appeared in November 
Phoenix, the Toc H magazine of Western Australia. 


Let us be clear on the principles underlying delivery of 
flowers to the lonely, the sick, the aged and widowed. 


1. Toc H does the organisation of Operation Spring 
Roses with churches, sporting bodies and other organisa- 
tions in a spirit of thanksgiving. It tries to show the com- 
munity thereby that rent must be paid for our room on 
earth. 


2. Toc H does not ask credit for this, for thanks are to 
God: But Toc H does tell the public it is organising a 
symbolic presentation so Toc H can be called on for further 
service. 


3. This is one of the few times Toe H in force can meet 
those outside the Movement as a body. This is where the 
seeking world can see the concept of oikumene at its present 
best, where men and women of all faiths work and pray 
together in Toc H. Here we are all one. We should talk 
together more of the Ecumencial movement, in which Toc H 
can play a useful part. 


* Units may obtain copies of the card and operation shcet from 
Geoff Martin at Toc H Headquarters. 
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Up the Revolution! 
JOHN CALLE 


HERE ARE REVOLUTIONARIES and those who only think 

they are revolutionaries. These latter are very often 
the worst reactionaries of the lot. On the strength that 
once, many years ago, they happened to side with one idea 
that was then considered unorthodox, they imagine them- 
selves to be anti-orthodox on all counts. One knows the 
kind of member who, with a reckless gleam in his eye, 
begins his remarks, “Of course I’m a rebel", and one 
braces oneself for the descent of the ancient platitude that 
usually follows. If Satan often disguises himself as an angel 
of light he also disguises himself as a revolutionary and 
persuades men to think they are daring and exciting when 
in fact they are harmless, unattractive and way behind the 
times. When faced with some really revolutionary pro- 
position in Toc H your pseudo-revolutionary is very likely 
the first to scream blue murder. 


Your true revolutionary, on the other hand, is often the 
quiet man wlio speaks out of current experience as he goes 
on his way through life, casting off old concepts in favour of 
new ones, not afraid to change or be changed. 


There is another wrong kind of revolutionary, the man in 
a tearing hurry to change everything. No nation or large 
society of men can change overnight, it is foolish to expect 
it. What scientists would call the moment of inertia is too 
great, and this moment of inertia is not necessarily a bad 
thing. It means that only a long pull and a strong pull is 
able to move the mass in any particular direction. No 
society will get very far if it is "carried about with every 
wind of doctrine". 
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This same moment of inertia also enables a society to 
withstand sudden shocks without being destroyed. Toc H 
has had its share of drama and disappointments but its 
fundamental stability has carried it through. 


Getting a society on the move may be likened to the prob- 
lem of moving a great barge along. The unimaginative man 
may exclaim, “What, a little chap like me move a blooming 
great thing like that? Not on your life!” and walk away, 
The tearaway-revolutionary will hitch himself to the tow- 
rope and start off at a gallop. Next moment he will be flat 
on his back and the barge will be just where it was. He too 
will depart, complaining bitterly about lack of response. 


Our quiet revolutionary will pick up the rope and gradu- 
ally lean his weight against it. For a long while nothing 
much may seem to happen but that will not deter him. 
He will go on applying a steady pressure until, marvellously, 
the huge bulk is seen to be moving along. Not very fast, 
some bystanders might say, but let them try stopping it 
once it has got under way. Let them get in its path and see 
how it brushes them aside. Our quiet revolutionary could 
even step aboard and smoke his pipe and the barge would 
still keep moving forward for some long time to come. 


Steady pulling will be needed to keep Toc H on the 
move. If God gives us His light He will also give us His 
patience. Stuart Greenacre once said that it took three years 
for a new idea to get right through to the Toc H member- 
ship. That is really quite fast going for human beings. 


The main thing is to submit any new ideas, any new 
insights, we may claim to have to the test of other members 
and not be offended if they are rejected at the first hearing. 
We should just go on quietly propounding them, not too 
little, not too often, always ready to modify them according 
to further experience. If the ideas are unsound, they will 
die a natural death and we ourselves will help to bury them: 
but if they are part of the unfolding purpose of God, who 
will withstand them? The time will come when members 
everywhere will accept the ideas as their own and Toc H 
will go on being a Movement. 
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School’s Eye View 


The following extract from the autumn “Caldeian”, the magazine 
of Calday Grange Grammar School, Wirral, testifies to the splendid 
link between the school and the nearby Branches of Toc H. 


‘oc H. A school party helped for a fortnight at World 
Friendship House. Two members of the staff and six 
boys joined members of other schools, mainly from the 
Midlands, in painting and decorating jobs at St Saviour’s 
Church and World Friendship House. Of this party, two 
then spent two weeks working with the Family Service 
Unit at Victoria Settlement, Liverpool. 

West Kirby Beacon Branch of Toc H held their week’s 
camp at ‘Torpenhow’ for children from the Charles Thomp- 
son’s Mission, Birkenhead. The helpers included Ian Hall, 
David Jones and Garry Morgan, now in their third year 
of such help -a tremendously valuable job in which this 
year six members of the staff took part also. 


Two members of the Sixth Form, the Picken brothers, 
took part in the Schools Course at Loch Eil in Scotland. 
This is ‘Outward Bound’ plus various cultural activities 
such as painting, music and discussions. A very strenuous 
fortnight but very enjoyable, was the laconic comment. 
The Heswall Branch of Toc H again ran a camp for polio- 
crippled boys at the Liverpool Boys' Association Camp at 
Broad Lane. Colin Smith and Tony Freeman were pillars 
of strength; yet another member of staff helped at this camp, 
which lasted for a week. 


Mention of Heswall reminds me that ninety-four boys 
from that district carried out a survey of the old people in 
Wirral U.D.C. during the summer holiday. This was done 
in collaboration with the Council of Social Service and Old 
People's Welfare Committee. Mr. Hateley acted as co- 
ordinator. 
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Vioil in Central África 
R. ARNOLD JONES 


TRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM, everything went off as planned — 
S or very nearly so. On the day of the Vigil, Toc H 
had unaccustomed publicity when the Honorary Commis- 
sioner appeared on television to be interviewed concerning 
the World Chain of Light. Although Sir Robert Tredgold 
is no stranger to television in Britain and America, this was 
his début on Rhodesia Television and his genial character 
came over exceedingly well. Sir Robert also initiated the 
World Chain by lighting the Lamp at the first hour of the 
Vigil. Then hour by hour, we kept watch — men and women 
from all walks of life and all races - in the Quiet Room 
of Toc H House, Salisbury. We had received scores of 
letters from Areas and Branches all over the world and 
many of them were read out during the twenty-four hours. 


The Vigil terminated in a well-attended service at the 
Trinity Methodist Church. At 9 p.m. the lights were 
extinguished - all except that illuminating the Cross on the 
curved white wall of the church. Silhoueited against this, 
the distinguished figure of the Acting Governor-General, 
Sir Humphrey Gibbs, was seen lighting the remaining 
Lamps and rushlights. Then his deep voice intoned the words, 
“They shall grow not old..." In the minute's silence, 
an aircraft flew low over the church -on quite another 
mission - but it served as a reminder that Toc H, born 
during a war, was still alive and active in peace when the 
aircraft were no longer on missions of destruction but 
formed a link to show the unity of the world. 


The service was ably conducted by the Reverend Geoflrey 
Jones and, in the absence of Padre Kim Leeds, who was 
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seriously ill, the address was given by the Reverend Granville 
Morgan, another Toc H member. “A Great Christian Task”, 
the title chosen by Kim Leeds was interpreted by Granville 
Morgan as *To Love Widely”. The uninhibited singing of 
the congregation was a feature of the service. 


The Central African Executive. A picture taken at Sir Robert 
Tredgold’s house during John Callf’s visit in November 1962. 


Afterwards, in the adjoining Church Hall, over a cup of 
tea, members met Sir Humphrey and Lady Gibbs and Sir 
Robert and Lady Tredgold. Informality was the Keynote 
and Sir Humphrey could be heard discussing a schoolboy 
expedition down the Zambesi in a canoe. 


Members of Toc H in Central Africa take this opportunity 
of thanking all members and groups throughout the world 
for their most interesting letters reccived on this occasion 
of the World Chain of Light. Our hope is that many new 
friendships will be forged as part of the chain. Finances 
permitting, we intend to publish these letters to provide a 
more permanent and lasting reminder of our fellowship 
which transcends distance and time, race and creed, to 
unite us all in the Toc H Family. 
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Marksmen at Dor Knap 
R. E. PETERS 


N OUR MARKS Toc H has a responsibility for about 

five hundred men, mostly under twenty-five years of 
age, whose primary purpose in coming to us is to find 
lodging. It is up to Toc H to attract them into the Move- 
ment. They learn about Toc H from local Toc H people, 
being particularly influenced by nearby Branches; they are 
visited by staff both from Headquarters and from their own 
Region, and they are invited to Dor Knap. 


Some preamble is necessary. Throughout the country, 
among the Branches of Toc H, there have been members 
who, in the belief that they ‘know the answers’, have been 
resistant to training. Active Branch secretaries have sorted 
them out and after a weekend at Dor Knap they have 
joined the long list of ‘changed chaps’ and are added to 
the snowball of enthusiasts. We now have to decide who to 
leave out rather than who to accept for courses. 


It will be sympathetically understood that ‘non-member 
Marksmen’ will tend to be more reluctant than Toc H 
members to meet the expense of a weekend visit to Dor 
Knap. The outcome is not dissimilar -it is from Marks 
who have been represented at Dor Knap that we have 
pressure for more courses. Other Marks ask “What is 
Dor Knap?” and when this question was asked at a recent 
Marks conference others replied at once, “Go and see”. 


How do we answer the question? It is not easy to describe 
the sense of companionship at Dor Knap. Bed making, 
excavating the proposed car park, walking to the Tower to 
stand in an icy wind...! Perhaps the fact that just a little 
higher on the hill one can see thirteen counties helps to 
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Barry Arthur 


A road repairing gang. 


put one in perspective. It is sure that one course woke to 
six inches of snow on Sunday morning, and while digging 
itself out most of its thoughts were of the next visit! 


What is Dor Knap? A supplement to the November 1959 
JounNAL told of its conditioning into a Conference and 
Training Centre. In truth the conditioning of Dor Knap, 
like the conditioning of mind, body and soul, is never 
ending. Each course adds a little through jobs done in 
fellowship by all sorts and conditions of men. (By the way, 
those clothes you've put ready for the jumble sale, you'll 
need them once more, at Dor Knap.) After work comes 
‘conference’ and it is appropriate to refer to the dictionary 
where a conference is both “a meeting for the purpose of 
consultation" and, more important, "a bestowal". What 
we've learned during work we develop in the consultation 
sessions. So the training is aimed at the close integration 
of members of the courses into the family of Toc H by 
the most natural of processes - stirring the mixture. 


Marksmen have enjoyed sharing their experience. During 
ihe third Marks course in October some twenty-two of 
them discussed the place of the Marks within the Movement. 
More about this next month. 
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Blood Transfusion 


By kind permission of “The Times” we publish the following extracts 
hom ו‎ on “The History of Blood Transfusion”, by their 
Medical Correspondent, which appeared on November, 22, 1963. 


IHE ANNOUNCEMENT today that the active panel of blood 
XA donors of the National Blood Transfusion Service 
in England and Wales has now passed the million mark 
has a two-fold significance. It is not only a tribute to the 
efficiency of the service and the public spirit of the com- 
munity. It is an indication of the increasingly important 
role of blood transfusion in modern medicine. 


So far as providing a supply of donors was concerned, one 
of the first steps in this country was taken in 1921, when 
four members of the Camberwell Division of the County of 
London Branch of the British Red Cross Society volun- 
teered to give blood when required at King’s College 
Hospital. This was the beginning of the first voluntary 
blood donor service in the world, and by 1926 voluntary 
“donor panels’ were being established in all the large cities 
of the British Isles. Their members were recruited from a 
variety of voluntary organisations, including the British 
Red Cross Society, Toc H and Rover Scouts. 


This served its purpose but was predominantly a make- 
shift arrangement, mainly because reliable and effective 
methods of storing blood had not yet been evolved. When- 
ever blood was required volunteer donors had to be sent 
for and bled—a process which, with the best will in the 
world, involved considerable delay, and the probability 
of getting more than one or two donors at any one time in 
any one hospital was highly problematical. 


When the (last) war ended it was clear that blood trans- 
fusion was now an essential part of modern therapy, and 
in 1946 the war-time organisation was converted into the 
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National Blood Transfusion Service in England and Wales, 
and under the National Health Service Act, 1946, it became 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Health, administered 
by the regional hospital boards. In Scotland the service is 
provided by the Scottish National Blood Transfusion Asso- 
ciation, and in Northern Ireland by the Northern Ireland 
Hospitals Authority. In each case, it should be noted, the 
service is organised on a voluntary donor basis. 


Although the National Blood Transfusion Service is 
rightly pleased with its proud record of having passed the 
million mark, this does not mean that it can rest on its 
laurels. This applies to both donors and organisers. So far 
as donors are concerned, the demand for blood is rising 
steadily. More and more of the complex surgical procedures 
now being used are dependent upon an adequate amount of 
blood being available. 


Thus, for every child undergoing a heart operation an 
amount of blood equivalent to that provided by twelve 
donors is required. As there are now several thousand such 
operations being performed every year, it is clear that a 
vast amount of blood must be available for this purpose 
alone. 


Ernie says: 


There don’t seem to be 
the jobs to do 
nowadays 


News for the Blind 


JOHN MONTGOMERY 


Here is the local news—and this is Toc H reading it. 


HIS STORY starts in the early months of 1963 when 

Maidenhead Branch were discussing their inability 
to extend membership, and it was suggested that we probably 
needed something new and imaginative, some fresh project 
which would help us to widen our sphere of contacts. At 
this time there appeared in “From Ail Parts" in the JOURNAL 
a brief report by Enfield Branch that they had started 
running a service of tape-recorded local news for blind 
people. This sounded interesting and was possibly the 
unusual sort of job for which we were looking. We wrote 
to Enfield for details of their scheme and they were so 
enthusiastic about it, and so certain that it was a job which 
needed to be done, that we just had to have a shot at it 
ourselves. 


In June we bought our first tape recorder, an easily 
operated transistor machine with a minimum of knobs and 
dials, and after many initial mistakes and experiments we 
were ready to put the scheme into operation. One of our 
members recorded news from the local paper at weekends 
and it was delivered in turn each day of the week to blind 
persons living on their own. The blind people were so thrilled 
with the weekly visit and the prospect of keeping in touch 
with local affairs once again that we just had to extend the 
service to embrace all of the blind who were living alone. 
In our town that meant fifteen in all. 


_So we bought three more tape recorders, two for imme- 
diate use and one as a reserve, and we can now ensure that 
all the fifteen blind people hear their local news each week. 
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But we could never have done all this on our own, and we 
are indebted to Round Table who took over one of the 
machines and now run it independently, and to a host of 
friends outside Toc H who assist us regularly with news- 
reading and distribution. 


Eric Tobitt brings the news Maidenhead Advertiser 

This has certainly proved to be the exciting sort of job 
we needed and several of us have found it about the most 
worthwhile project we have undertaken in many years of 
Toc H service. It has brought us into contact with an ever- 
widening circle of new friends, the value of which time will 
show, and it has reminded us once more that Toc H will 
always find willing helpers when it can show the job to be 
a vilal and necessary one. 


We make no mention here of the financial side of this 
scheme. That is another story. We thought it would be our 
biggest problem but, in fact, it proved to be the easiest. 
Other Branches will have their own ways of raising moncy 
for jobs like this, but we would advise anyone trying out the 
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scheme to contact the Sales Manager, Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, Great Portland Street, London, 
W.1. He will give all the help necessary in the selection of 
suitable tape recorders and can offer special terms for their 
purchase. 

What a good thing that Enfield decided to write that small 
bit those few months ago, and what a good thing one of 
our members, at least, did read his JOURNAL! Perhaps 
someone will read this and decide to have a go, as we did. 
They will never regret it, we can assure them. 


*Starting Up" 


Being announcements of places where new units are 
beginning, with the address of the local ‘key man’ or other 
person to whom all correspondence or commendations 
should be sent. 


Aclet near Bishop Auckland. Key man: Percy Raine, 
7 Fairlawn Avenue, Leeholme, Bishop Auckland, 
Co. Durham. 


Borough Green. Key man: B. Blades, Briar Lea, Annetts 
Hall, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 


Dunton Green. Key man: R. C. McAlister, 33 Lennard Road, 
Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 


Edenbridge. c/o Rev. C. F. Pollard, Friar’s Garth, 97 Loose 
Road, Maidstone, Kent. 


Esher. Key man: K. Western, 36 Red Lion Road, Surbiton, 
Surrey. 


Hythe. Key man: F. Underwood, The Red House, Slade 
Street, Hythe, Kent. 


Meopham. c/o Rev. C. F. Pollard, Friar's Garth, 97 Loose 
Road, Maidstone, Kent. 
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Shining Lights 
RICHARD M. CREED 


“Y ET YOUR LIGHT so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father, which is in 
Heaven." That verse from the Bible is a vital and integral 
part of the Toc H Ceremony of Light. The strong em- 
phasis which Toc H places on practical Christian service 
is one of the very best of its many fine characteristics. 
Some groups seem to have (or could it be make?) more 
opportunities for Christian service than others. 


Perhaps I might explain at this point that I am physically 
handicapped and cannot walk. I am a spastic, which means 
that those parts of my brain that control body-movement 
were damaged when I was born. Although this damage 
has not affected my intelligence in any way, it is a fact that 
when [ reached the age to go to school such places were 
few and far between. Many advances have been made since 
then, but twenty years ago such facilities were very limited. 


The Shaftesbury Society was among the pioneers of board- 
ing schools at which physically handicapped children could 
receive a good education. They were the founders and 
organisers of Hinwick Hall School near Wellingborough. 
Half of the fifty or so boys therc could not work at all and 
some could not even sit up. We were a very mixed group, 
because apart from spastics like myself, other boys had 
polio, badly-formed limbs and some had diseases which 
caused them to become progressively weaker. 

It is not hard to realise that with boys as badly handi- 
capped as those at that school it was very difficult to take 
us all out into the world, so the world came to us. That this 
happened so often and so successfully was due largely to 
the Toc H members in Wellingborough. 
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Soon after the school was founded during the second 
World War the superintendent and matron spent much time 
enlisting the support and interest of Toc H and similar 
groups. It is not altogether right to say that this support was 
‘enlisted’ because once the need was realised help was 
given freely and gladly. Wellingborough Toc H made it 
their special responsibility to ensure that everything possible 
was done to bring happiness and interest into our lives. 
They arranged countless concert parties and other entertain- 
ments. These fine men were not deterred in any way by the 
severity of our handicaps and in the summer they enabled us 
to go to places of local interest and amusement. On at least 
two occasions whilst I was at this school, they arranged and 
enabled us to spend a day on the Norfolk Coast, a mammoth 
undertaking because it involved moving, not only fifty 
severely handicapped boys, but enough people to look after 
us. 


One of the greatest needs of physically handicapped 
children is to be loved and cared for as individuals. This 
was at the heart of the school and was as much a part of 
it as the air we breathed. Toc H must have realised this 
and certainly did a great deal to add to it. In addition to 
helping us in the ways | have related, they took a personal 
interest in us as individuals, which led them to perform 
many smaller acts of kindness, not least of which was to 
spend their evenings just talking to us individually after 
we had gone to bed. 


It would be almost impossible to find adequate words to 
express our gratitude to these men for all that they did for 
us. They were as shining lights helping many boys to live 
happier lives than would have been possible without them. 
Here was practical Christianity in action and here indeed 
were men whose continuing efforts proved that they were 
prepared “to leap with joy to any task for others". 


Largely as a result of the work which I saw and experi- 
enced being done at Wellingborough 1 myself am now a 
member of Leigh-on-Sea Branch. 
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* Toc H Women’s ASSOCIA- 
TION Sustained a great loss by 
the death of Marjorie Davis, 
for some years their Regional 
Secretary based on Bristol. 


26 GEORGE L. Lee is now Area 
Secretary in the West Midlands. 
His address is, The School 
House, Tanworth-in-Arden, 
Solihull, Warwicks. 


7 LINCOLNSHIRE AREA. The 
new H.A.C. is BEN G. 
CHATTERTON, 31 Legbourne 


Road, Louth, Lincs. 


>t EAST AND WEST YORKSHIRE. 
The office for both Areas is 
now at Toc H Mark XXIII, 
Brotherton House, North 
Grange Road, Leeds 6. 


“Dates To Nore: Branch 
Members’ Rolls were due on 
January 15. The Centra] Coun- 
cil meets in London on April 
17/19. The World Chain of 
Light, December 11/12, starts 
from Bristol. 


7 NEW Year's Honours, our 
congratulations to Prebendary 
Joun H.B. ANDREWS, Chiltle- 
hampton Branch Padre, who 
was made an M.B.E. 


7 RETURN Or Service. One 
copy of the Branch Return for 
1964 should have reached Area 
Secretaries or Correspondents 
by February 7. 


X GENERAL MEMBERS) sub- 
scriptions were duc in January. 
Bankers’ Orders and Coven- 
ants are always welcome. 


7 JUBILEE 1965. St. Dunstan's 
Jubilee and the Salvation Army 
Centenary will also be celc- 
brated in 1965. Local enquiries 
may help to avoid clashes of 
dates. 


X THE JUBILEE IN FLOWERS. 
Copies of designs and sug- 
gested planting schemes, suit- 
able for parks and gardens, 
may be obtained from the 
Jubilee Secretary at Head- 
quarters. 


Elder Brethren 


* With proud thanksgiving...’ 


ASHTON-WRIGHT.—On November 20, NORMAN ASHTON- 
WRIGHT, aged 79, a member of Chard Branch. Elected 8.2.'61. 


CoLLiNGwoop.—On November 12, CUTHBERT COLLINGWOOD, 
aged 84, a member of Haywards Heath Branch. Elected 18.6.'35. 


DixoN.—On November 28, Harry ELIJAH DIXON, aged 78, 
a member of King's Cliffe Branch. Elected 1.1.'49. 

FawcETI.—On December 3. RAYMOND FAWCETT, aged 68, 
sometime Hon. Scottish Secretary. Elected 14.2.27. 

FosrER.—On November 23, Major GEOFFREY Foster, J.P., 
aged 63, Area Secretary in West Midlands, North Wales and Border 
Counties, 1931-38. Elected 3.7.'28. 

GiLEs.—On December 10, WILLIAM GiLES, aged 72, the Pilot 
of Andover Branch. Elected 2.7.'59. 

Goprrey.—On October 5, George GODFREY, a member of 
Spalding Branch. 16066 7 

Greer.—In November, ERNEST GREER, ב‎ member of Charleroi 
Branch. Elected 1.1.'51. 

JaGGARD.—On November 11, GEORGE WILLIAM JAGGARD, a 
member of Charlton Branch. Elected 23.8.'34. 

Jenkins.—In December, the Rev. DAvID WILLIAM PRICHARD 
JENKINS, aged 45, a member of Dorchester Branch. Elected 23.10.56. 


Jones.—On October 12, WILLIAM Davip Jones, aged 59, the 
Chairman of Blaenau Ffestiniog Branch. Elected 27.10.'54. 


Le RossigNor.—On December 10, 400121105 LE ROSSIGNOL, 
(‘Pop’) aged 85, a member of New Addington Branch. Elected 
2.5. 


LeacH.—On December 28, HARRY CHiPCHASE LEACH, aged 48, 
a member of Rustington Branch and a former Sussex Area H.A.C. 
Elected 16.8.'56. 


Lewis.—On December 17, Lewis GeorGe Lewis, aged 73, a 
member of Maidenhead Branch. Elected 10.10.'33. 

MACFARLANE.—On November 6, WILLIAM VICTOR ROBERT 
MACFanLANE, (‘Blind Bob’), aged 63, a member of Taunton Branch. 
Elected 31.10.42. 


McPHERSON.—On November 24, Jonn McPutRsON, aged 71, 
a founder member of Crieff Branch. Elected 20.4.40. 


NoRMAN.—On November 18, James Norman, aged 80, a 
member of Newbiggin-by-the-Sea Branch. Elected 5.1.'49. 


OssBoRNE.—On November 19, Ernest W. OsBoRNE, aged 77, 
a member of Exmouth Branch. Elected 22.8.31. 
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RICHMOND.—On December 5, Rospert McC. RICHMOND, aged 
68, a member of Largs Branch. Elected 4.11.57. 


SLADEN.—On October 11, Tom SLADEN, aged 68, the Pilot of 
Oatlands Branch. Elected 6.7.'55. 


Sore.—On November 16, JOHN HENRY Sore, aged 62, a founder 
member of Shoeburyness Branch. Elected 22.9.'50. 


SPEAKER.—On December 4, TH£ODORE SPEAKER, aged 65, a 
founder member of Largs Branch. Elected 1939. 


TALBOT.—On December 5, HERBERT ROBERT TALBOT, aged 61, 
a member of Rodbourne Cheney Branch. Elected 8.6.'40. 


UMPLEBY.—On November 24, GEORGE UMPLEBY, aged 61, a 
member of Plymouth Branch. Elected 12.2.'31. 


.Wiwpusr.—Suddenly, on December 17, NORMAN WINDUST 
(‘Windy’), aged 43, a member of Stroud Branch. Elected 8.5.'39. 


In Memoriam 


RAYMOND FAWCETT 


Toc H members in Scotland were shocked at the sudden 
death of Ray Fawcett on December 3, 1963, since it was incon- 
ceivable to most people that Ray would ever grow old. For more 
thana quarter of a century Ray served Toc H in various capacities. 
First, in Glasgow and the West of Scotland, where he pioneered 
its early development. He carried the torch down the coast and 
over the water into Bute; rough going and bad weather never 
deterred him; there were nights when to land at Rothesay was 
perilous, but Ray would get there. He joined the old Scottish 
Executive and served in various offices until the outbreak of war. 
With the consequent withdrawal of staff he took on the Honorary 
Area Secretaryship for the whole of Scotland, in spite of business 
duties and his work in the Auxiliary Police Force. This work he 
carried on until the end of the war with astonishing efficiency. 
In 1942 with the help of others, he opened the Toc H Services 
Centre in Glasgow where during the next four years he spent all 
the time he could spare as host to the thousands of Service folk 
from all over the world. 


At the end of the war, he helped in the change-over to peace- 
time operations; sometimes as chairman of the Executive and 
in other offices. Right up to the time of his death — he was still a 
member of the Executive — he helped in any way he could. 


So passes a gay cavalier whose services to Toc H are beyond 
counting and one whose memory will live on. 
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HARRY CHIPCHASE LEACH 


First introduced to Toc H in a Prisoner of War Camp during 
the last war, Harry Leach was quick to seize the opportunity of 
coming right in with us when a unit was started at Rustington 
in 1956. His outstanding qualities of leadership were 
unmistakable and in a short while he was elected to the West 
Sussex District Team, serving as its secretary for a number of 
years. From 1959 until 1963 he was Sussex Honorary Area 
Correspondent, relinquishing this office to become Area 
Chairman last April. 


Toc H was for him a constant joy; it was fun. His enthusiasm 
and kindly doggedness were born of an unshakable conviction 
concerning the relevance of Toc H today in the realm of personal 


relationships. 


Regular prison visiting at Ford Open Prison was but one 
practical expression of Harry's concern for those who specially 
needed friendship. To enjoy the warm hospitality of his home 
was to know at once that those deep things for which Toc H 
stands were central to his whole way of life. No-one having met 
Harry Leach and known him as a friend could fail to be the 
better for that friendship. He could wish for no greater —and 
would expect no less—reward than that this spirit should in 
turn be communicated by us to others. C.A.C. 


Recent Reprints 


Due io steady demand from Branches the following 
books were reprinted during 1963. 


Fishers of Men, by Rev. P. B. Clayton. Tubby writes on 
the wider ministry 2s. Od. 


The Four Points of the Compass, an interpretation by 
Rev. John Durham Is. Od. 


Talking Points, by John Callf. Notes for new speakers 
in Toc H Is. 6d. 


Available from Area staff or direct from Toc H 
Publications Dept. 
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OPEN |M‏ א 
HUSTINGS‏ | 


-readers letters 


(Ce 


i9 


Our Better Halves them up more enthusiastically, 
s 2 if they were fully partners within 
B ERRORS the Movement, as well as them- 

1 r d - selves being greatly enriched b 
aged by being asked by a Toc 1 its ה 8 ו‎ 

Branch if we would please come 

and start a Branch in their town From our own side may we 
to be partners with them in their echo the appreciation of ‘Bill 
work and influence there. Right Smith’ and say how very grate- 
from the first meeting which the ful we are to ali the husbands 
men arranged, the women's who encourage their wives in all 
group has progressed enthusias- — they do in Toc 11. Without their 
tically, making a real effort to interested and active backing 
learn about and become part of, our work and development 
the world-wide Movement. would be much limited. r.M.B. 


It was a joy a few weeks ago (Name and address supplied) 
to hear the Secretary say, cven 
at this carly stage, how much 
Toc H meant to her now. For Approach to Youth 
years she has been attending 
open Toc HM functions as a 
guest, helping her husband with 
his ‘jobs’ and hearing of what 
was going on in the Area, but 
how different she fecls now that 
she is inside the fellowship, 
right in the Family. 


"ROM PERSONAL experience 

l can endorse the remarks 
made by Tim Greenacre and 
John Dessauer in the second 
paragraph of their letter, and 
would suggest that there arc 
great possibilities for the volun- 
Surely the ‘Mary Smiths’ (see tary untrained helper in Boys’ 
December JOURNAL) would all Clubs. By giving service through 
feel much more sympathetic a particular skill or perhaps with 
towards the time their husbands — transport for a weckend project, 
give to Toc H, and would back there arc countless ways. lt is 


57 


possible to build a good relation- 
ship and become accepted in 
time by the lads. The first visit 
to a club may result in just one 
short conversation whilst selling 
a bottle of ‘coke’, nothing much 
in fact, but don’t try to run, 
better to amble and in due course 
the boys will be coming to you 
for a chat or a game of table 
tennis. Conversation quite often 
produces facts where help can 
be offered; it may be the boy 
has lost his job or is riding his 
scooter without insurance or 
road tax: a word to the warden 
about the former may result in 
another job, and sound advice 
on the latter! Set a high standard 
yourself and you will find 
rewarding moments do happen 
... occasionally. Packing up one 
Sunday evening 1 found a face, 
coloured by the weekend 
activities, looking up and asking 
with excitement, "when are we 
coming again sir, when arc we 
coming again, but sir. ..?" 


A new horizon opened up for 
him away from the street 
corner and TV. An important 
by-product; young people have 
been known to join Toc H 
through this work. “Seck and ye 
shall find", and with God's 
help 1 feel we could accomplish 
quite a lot and broaden our 
own horizons at the same time. 


GEOFFREY PAGET 
London, S. W.5. 


Continentals’ Week 


TT WAS most interesting to 
1 read about the Continentals 
Week at Dor Knap, a splendidly 
natural thing to happen. There 
must be many men like myself 
who, during the second World 
War, had the opportunity to 
extend Toc H to many other 


Epeelally drawn for the RN LT by E-ie Frater FS] A 


Your hand can be on the 

wheel alongside the cox- 

swain's, for every donation 

helps steer a life-boat on an 

errand of mercy. The life-boat 

service depends ENTIRELY 

upon voluntary support. 
Send donations to: 

ROYAL NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT 
INSTITUTION 
42 GROSVENOR GARDENS 

LONDON S.W.1. 


Treasurer: 
The Duke of Northumberland, K.G. 


Secrelary: Stirling Whorlow, Esq. 


nationalities. Language is a very 
minor obstacle, certainly no 
barrier. 


In the largest Japanese P-o-W 
camp in Java, during the first 
year of the Far Eastern war, 
two or three of us established a 
very lively mecting place, built 
with the great help of the Dutch 
Commandant. It was fortunate 
that we had a young Air Force 
Pilot Officer who spoke fluent 
English, Dutch and Malay. He 
was our Chairman and delivered 


every announcement in these 
three languages. 
The Dutchmen, who were 


mostly civilian internees, were 
most interested in Toc H for 
itself and insisted on translating 
everything in minute detail. 


Soon after we started, how- 
ever, things in the Far East 
rapidly became tougher and life 
was reduced to its minimum for 
so many. Such records that we 
were able to keep were soon 
lost, but often have I wished it 
were possible to recapture the 
great interest shown by the men 
of Holland. 


There must be many other 
stories like this which surcly 
would be most interesting to 
readers of the JOURNAL. 


I would certainly like to 
visit the next Continentals' Week 
at Dor Knap. 


RON CARPENTER 
Portsmouth, Hants. 


Quo Vadis Toc H? 


O OFTEN [ read references 
to the normal activities of 
Branches as *wood chopping for 
the old folks’, film shows and tea 
parties. What arc the priorities of 


Toc H today, do we really chal- 
lenge our own or the future gener- 
ation? 


Is it in the field of service alone 
that Toc H must stay? Have we 
forgotten that we are pledged to 
study local conditions, civic, soc- 
ial and religious and thus to chal- 
lenge our generation to seck in all 
things the mind of Christ? 


Have we forgotten that Fair- 
mindedness is a solid plank in our 
fifty years (almost) old concept 
and does the average Branch 'edu- 
cate itself with the object always 
that from it socia! love may radi- 
ate, and the spirit of class war be 
exorcised, under the redemptive 
influence of the common loss’? 
This I quote from dear Peter 
Monie's book 7oc H Under 
Weigh. I am quite sure he had no 
illusions as to the right road for 
Toc H to travel. 


I get increasingly worried in 
this world of the Affluent Society 
that Toc H is not pointing a 
better way and, although I am all 
for jobs, those carefully decided 
on by a Branch and not done for 
just ‘the sake of doing’, I must 
challenge the Movement to do a 
lot of re-thinking and particularly 
to go back and re-read the great 
hopes and desires of our founders 
and leaders. 


May I end by quoting again 
Peter Monie who once said this:— 
“In the war men did not chalk on 
their railway carriages ‘To God 
knows where’ but ‘To Berlin’... 
It mattered little that many of 
them knew that they would never 
get there - thcy knew what they 
were driving at ..." Please Toc H 
members have another look at 
your priorities. 


Ten INGLIS 


Portsmouth, Hants. 


Christmas of Contrasts 


PETER EAST 


Warden, Toe H Services Club, Berlin 


“NURISTMAS in Berlin has been one of contrasts this year. 

Thousands of West Berliners have had the chance of 
seeing their families in East Berlin for the first time since 
August 1961, when the East German Communist régime 
cruelly divided this city with their "wall of shame’. For 
twenty-eight months wives have been separated from their 
husbands, parents from their children, brother from 
brother, causing untold human suffering. 


This season of “Goodwill to all men” is all too short. In 
eighteen days half a million people hope to obtain passes to 
spend a few hours with their families in East Berlin before 
the wall is re-sealed. On the first days thousands of people 
queued all through the night in temperatures below freezing 
to obtain passes. Many collapsed from exposure. A lady 
of over seventy collapsed from the cold and died. Children 
and students stood in the line for hours on behalf of the 
weak, aged and infirm. A wave of helpfulness swept 
through the city but still many waited in vain. After the 
lirst few days the system was reorganised and it was 
officially estimated that it necded three visits to the Pass 
Office, each time queueing for a minimum of three hours. 
How tragic that a Berliner must queue nine hours for a pass 
to visit his family in another street in the same city at 
Christmas, when in comparison we can travel from Berlin 
to London in three hours with no more formalities than 
buying an air ticket. 
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Indeed it was a Christmas of contrasts in this divided 
city. People I have spoken to who have made their Christ- 
mas visit have returned with mixed feelings of joy and 
sorrow. Joy because they have spent a few hours with their 
loved ones, sorrow because as they said goodbye they were 
wondering; “Shall we meet again?” 


Thz West Berliners will be unable readily to forget the 
contrasts between West  Berlin's modern buildings. 
crammed shops, well-dressed people, the general air of 
prosperity, and East Berlin’s drab war-damaged buildings, 
nearly empty shops with strict food rationing and the air 
of depression. Many German families have had a short 
family reunion this Christmas but they will not forget, and 
S| let us not forget, the thousands of East German refugees 
who cannot see their families. Also let us not forget the 
sixty-five wooden crosses on the Berlin Wall which mark the 
places where sixty-five people are known to have died in a 
vain attempt to reach freedom in the west. The last cross to 
date was erected to Paul Schultz, an 18-year-old East 
German, who was shot and died on Christmas Day trying 
to escape over the wall to freedom. 
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“On the Move" 


Small Seeds 


RAY FABES 


A CHANCE CONVERSATION with an estate agent and 
auctioneer by a man in the course of carrying out his 
business in Buckingham nearly three years ago now means 
a flourishing unit of Toc H there which has just applied 
for Branch status. 


That conversation, when this Buckingham man had 
expressed an interest in Toc H to someone who wasn't 
even a member, was relayed through four mouths until a 
member in Oxford, on hearing it, relayed it to me. 


Last October what a delight it was to welcome back 
Colin Campbell, the Oxford member who picked up the 
comment originally and passed it on. Colin had come to 
open the new rooms of Buckingham group. 


However, this is jumping the gun; what had gone on 
since that word was passed? Lots of talk — yes, it would not 
be Toc H otherwise!; an initial door-to-door knock, after 
lots of help from the Methodist minister; then there was a 
showing of the Toc H film; two ex-members appeared - 
one with a delightful beard - ‘Acker’ to the boys of the 
school where he is headmaster! 


Jobs with mentally handicapped children, old folks, 
youth club and so on, helped to widen the circle of the group 
that was so much out on a limb as far as Toc H contacts 
are concerned (eight miles to the nearest unit). When it was 
discovered one day that the almhouses in a certain street 
were wired up for cases of emergency to a man's house 
next door... Toc H?, well, it was just what this particular 
man had been seeking for years. He brought friends to 
help him on the big job of re-roofing, reflooring and deco- 
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rating the property that had been offered to Toc H in the 
town. 


Many more men went out with the film shows to those 
lonely old peoples’ homes out in the wild country around 
Buckingham, They are men to whom the reply of an old 
lady of 103 to an enquiry after her health *None the better 
for seeing you!" — is the inspiration to involve more men 
in their task of spreading happiness. Sounds double-Dutch, 
but you know what T mean! 


So from all over North Bucks we gathered to hear Colin 
Campbell, not just that hard core he met when he showed 
the film two years ago but a willing band supplemented by 
over thirty wellwishers from the other Branches. He officially 
— well, as officially as we do anything in Toc H - opened 
the new rooms for the cleric to meet the plumber, the estate 
agent the postman, the electrician the schoolmaster, and 
the milkman the retired banker. The auctionecr? — well 
of course he is the group secretary and has written the 
request for Branch status. 


Three men on this particular night were from Woburn 
Sands, where a start was to be made the next month. 
Again the word had been passed on that a man with 
interest was there. Would that more men would spread the 
small seeds around the country, and passing the news around 
then we all could have groups like this, a willing mixture of 
men joining together in this happy task. 


Don't say brown 


_say FAOWIS 


63 


FROM ALL PARTS 


~-area new; 


SOUTH WESTERN 


Two of our Branches proudly welcome visitors. to their new 
Headquarters. CREDITON have now taken up residence in Newcombe's 
Lodge, tastefully re-decorated and re-furbished, and look forward 
to many guests at future meetings in these pleasant quarters. 
Honiton have changed their pub, having moved from the N.F.U. 
Rooms in the "Lamb" yard to a building which will be their own 
permanent headquarters and which is situated in the “Angel” yard. 
A tremendous amount of work has been done, and much remains to 
be done, but when 'opening time' comes thc Branch feel that it will 
all have been very worthwhile. 


It has been good to have Mayne Elson back for a short tour in 
his old stamping grounds, the outstanding event of which was 
SALTASH Branch's twenty-fifth Birthday Festival - an evening of 
good numbers, good fellowship, good food, and good sense well 
talked, with enough time to spare for the renewing and deepening of 
old friendships. TAUNTON, too, have celebrated their birthday - this 
time the fortieth - when more than two hundred members and 
friends gathered together for a Service of Re-dedication, at which 
Padre Clifford Pollard preached, and a social gathering afterwards. 
Our congratulations go to both these Branches, together with our 
good wishes for many years of life and work ahead. 


A high spot in the life of West ConNwarr District was the recent 
Rally at Camborne, when Padre Clifford Pollard made many new 
friends on his first visit to the ‘sharp end’ of the Area. This was the 
first rally of its kind for some years in this District, but after this 
really enjoyable meeting of a warm-hearted bunch of friends it is 
certain that so long a time will not be allowed to elapse before 
repeating the exercise. From Padre Clifford’s talk on “Brass tacks 
and brass farthings" we learned much, and our discussions were 
worthwhile and to the point. This might well prove to have been 
the starting point for West Cornwall's approach to Jubilee Year. 

GILBERT FRANCIS 
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Hinckley members packing Christmas parcels for some hundred patients 
in Market Bosworth Infirmary. 


WESTERN 


Miss E. M. L. Turner retired from the Western Area office on 
January 9 after thirty-one years’ service. Her great love of Toc H and 
people made the lady who is known as Lou a legend, not just in the 
Western Area, but all over the Toc H world. Area Secretaries came 
and went but Lou seemed to go on for ever. In all the gaps between 
staff changes her gifts became more and more apparent. Lou had a 
wealth of knowledge about the Branch and Area membership and 
many other people besides. Some famous names such as Grecno, 
Sawbones, Mayne Elson, Reg Smith, Charles Young and Fred Brooker 
learned their Toc H job in her company. 


Thousands of men and women know her and hundreds during the 
war were more than grateful for a letter from Lou, with news of home, 
of Toc H, of hope, of challenge for the future. She has been in on all 
the many moves of Toc H in the West and the first Toc H Area Centre 
is largely due to her. So the young lady who came to take on an office 
job thirty-one ycars ago, stayed to become an adviser to staff and 
many members and to be an earnest exponent of the Movement out- 
side office hours, giving herself completely to Toc H. 


Onc obviously cannot say goodbye to Lou, and as her flat at 10 
Ashley Road, Bristol, 6, is near to the Area Centre, she will be wel- 
come to drop in and see that things arc going almost as well as when 
she was in charge. 


All of us wish her a long and happy retirement and say to her with 
great gratitude, "thank you for what you have done for us and for 
Toc H". JOHNNIE MACMILLAN 
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EAST ANGLIA 


The Communal Bonfire and Barbecue on November 5, Organised 
by HOLLAND-ON-SEA Branch was a great success. It attracted about 
two thousand people, nearly twice the previous year's number, 
It all started in 1962 when funds were needed to buy a motor lawn 
mower to assist in gardening activities for old folks. It was felt that 
the Communal Bonfire would keep local teenagers off the Streets 
and heln to prevent accidents all over the district. As there was a 
glut of apples that year, the Jobmaster hiton the bright idea of 
cooking and selling apple fritters; one hundred and twenty toffee 
apples were prepared by a willing helper and sold very quickly. The 
loca! Scouts sold hot dogs and sausages on cocktail sticks, a task under- 
taken by Clacton members this year. At both events the Branch 
gave a firework display, which in itscif attracted the crowds. In 
addition, facilities such as rocket stands were provided for the use 
of the general public and they certainly took advantage of them, 
All being well the Branch hopes to put on an even better show next 
November. 


s EN an E 2 רו כו‎ 8 zz 
Bury Free Press 


An old mousetrap at Icast catches the attention of young ind old 
at Beck Row Village Exhibition. 


Beck Row Branch, having seen Lakenheath Branch successfully 
Stage a Village Exhibition, plunged wholeheartedly into planning a 
similar Exhibition. Nolices were displayed asking for the loan of 
antiques, works of art, hobbies, old photographs and items of special 
interest. These were collected and labelled by members and displayed 
in the Village Hali. With a dozen members working steadily the 
Job was completed in three hours. On the opening night business was 
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slow, but word got around, and on the second night < 

of visitors, at 2s., filled the Hall. Both the pr 
schools responded with works of art and handicrafts. Flinstone Flack 
of B.B.C. Television fame, was there with his flints, so too was the 
local headmaster with his wonderful collection of coins. Also on 
display was the concertina used in the Methodist Chapel before the 
days of an organ. What did the Branch get out of it? Many new friends 
and close on £20, plus a very rusty horseshoc! REG SMITH 


Skvrack Express, Tadcaster 


Tadcaster Branch has taken over responsibility for running the library 
service at a local children's hospital. 


NORTHERN 
World Chain of Light gatherings for some reason seem, this time, 
to have struck a more responsive chord from members. On all sides 
one hears that the observances were more than usually significant. 
No doubt its start in that unhappy continent has brought home sharply 
the divisions that have not only existed from time past but are still 
being crcated. 


‘From acorns do the oak trees grow' - a Christmas story, ordinary, 
familiar, yet ever fresh. !t started when the padre met a man in 
hospital at HEXIIAM. A little conversation revealed that the man was 
out of work and would soon be returning home to a family of a 
wife and six children. A bit of quick work rustled up groceries for 
the family and some toys for the children. These supplies were 
augmented as other folks were drawn in to help. The latest news is 
that through a women's organisation a hundredweight of coal is 
now being delivered weekly to the family. 


The games contest for the deaf and dumb at Sunderland on 
November 30 turned out to be a most successful effort. Teams from 
West Hartlepool, Sunderland and South Shields turned up in force. 
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about a hundred and fifty in all. It was the first time such a wide- 
scale competition had been held and there is nothing to prevent 
it becoming an annual event. Darts, dominoes, billiards and lable 
tennis were played by teams of sixteen members from each Mission. 
With the exception of table tennis, umpires had only to watch care- 
fully and chalk up the score for all to see. In table tennis, the umpire 
used sign language to indicate the score. It was an odd experience 
to sce keenly fought games being played almost in silence. Members 
from Branches at West HARTLEPOOL, SUNDERLAND and BILLINGHAM 
turned up, plus a good contingent of members from South Shields, 
where there is no Branch at present. West Hartlepool Mission were 
winners with eighteen wins and received the newly presented John 
Reed Shield. Sunderland were second with sixteen wins and South 
Shields third with fourteen wins - a closely fought affair. A whist 
drive in the evening catered for those not (aking active part in the 
contest. Lrs WHEATLEY 


LONDON 


1: is always pleasing to be able to report progress, especially 
among youth, and the new Joint group in Barnet has now become a 
thriving unit of young people heavily involved in all sorts of work 
with the handicapped and elderly. They have also got the co-opera- 
iion of other young people from local schools in this work. They 
have received their rushlight and appear to be going from strength 
to strength. 


Another Toc H venture among youth was Coney HALL's Toc H 
Youth Endeavour Award. This was quite a tough competition 
involving sprinting, swimming, rope climbing, cross-country running 
and initiative tests as well as an essay תס‎ 'Manliness'. The competition 
was won by Ivor Warburton, a Qucen's Scout, who scored ninety-two 
out of a possible one hundred points. The runner-up was also a Scout 
and there was another award for the ‘best tryer'. All three will 
receive prizes of watches valued at over £20 each. The winner, in 
his essay on ‘Manliness’, said, “Complacency, apathy and sloth are 
the three greatest faults of the youth of today". Prizes were presented 
by Colonel F. W. Chamberlain who instigated the competition 
and who is personally financing it. Many other young people have 
been introduced to service by Toc H through Voluntary Service 
Overseas or its domestic equivalent Community Service Voluntcers, 
the latter having an office at Toc H Headquarters. 


This, and much more besides, seems to support the rebuttal 
given to Squadron-Leader C. H. Goatcher, President of East Barnet 
British Legion, when he suggested that organisations such as the 
British Legion and Toc H ought to combine because separately they 
are just withering away. Leaving apart the Squadron-Leader's 
misunderstanding of the nature of Toc H, there are many signs of 
vigorous new growth in this Movement. To the world at large 
Toc H often appears in another no less important role, that of a 
Movement where the lonely or timid can find fellowship and purpose 
in life. This was stressed in an article that appeared recently in the 
Daily Mail and also in a quarter-page article which appeared in the 
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local press in Balham, Clapham, Norwood, Streatham and Wimble- 
don. The response suggests that we ought to pay a good deal more 
attention than we do to the problems of loneliness. 


BEXLEYHEATH Branch, along with the Women's Branch, observed 
the World Chain of Light with a varied programme beginning WIR 
tape recordings especially flown in from Newtown West, Southern 
Rhodesia and Pinelands, Capetown. The Branch has established a 
regular tape recording exchange with these two African Branches 
and a special recording for the World Chain of Light was flown out 
to them. Bexleyheath are having identification photographs of 
members of the Branch sent out to Pinelands and Newtown West 
so that they can match face and voice. אווסך‎ GINGELL 


E. Foster and Yorkshire Evening Press 
Padre Colin Cutiell, Vicar of All Hallows, with Bob Purdy 
and other Yorkshire members at Selby. 


OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY 


Some seventy or so members from Branches in the Wexham and 
Desborough Districts were the guests of ENGLEFIELD GREEN Joint 
Branch at the World Chain of Light last December which was held 
in the Royal Chapel, Windsor Great Park. The service was conducted 
by the Queen's chaplain, the Rev. E. J. 0. Ward. This beautiful 
little chapel, set in Windsor Great Park near Royal Lodge, the 
residence of the Queen Mother, is where Her Majesty and other 
members of the Royal Family normally worship when in residence 
at Windsor Castle. It was a great honour therefore that permission 
was given for Toc H to use it on this occasion. Padre Ward in his 
address spoke of Light ~ this naturally was the theme of the whole 
service - and said that in thinking of the material light and of the 
various acts of service performed by Toc H we should not lose sight 
of the spiritual light that should be burning within us. 

Derick PARSONS 
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EASTERN LONDON 


t Christmas most Branches try to improve on the previous annual 
AL and LouGHTON Branch, having sent 5,000 toys to Middles- 
brough at Christmas 1962 for children in one of the distressed 
areas, turned attention to old people in 1963. In addition to the 
necessary job of supplying firewood regularly, they packed parcels 
of foodstuffs for distribution to local folk and also arranged a coach 
trip for one hundred and twenty people to sce the illuminations in 
London. 


HiGHAMS PARK Branch hit on a novel idea to vary the procedure 
following the service of the World Chain of Light. They obtained 
the interest of the local youth club by arranging for their choir to 
sing carols. The young people were interested in the idea and both 
sides, Toc H and the Youth Club learned quite a lot about each 
other. Percy PERRY 


ff) The 
WU) Jubilee Symbol 


IMHE DESIGN which appears above has been approved as 
Í the Symbol of the Toc H Jubilee in 1965. It is the work 
of RONALD T. READER, a member of Barkingside Branch 
in the Eastern London Area, who is professionally engaged 
in the art world. 


We are also grateful to many other members who sub- 
milted designs or ideas. There were some interesting con- 
cepts, though not all were technically practicable, and for 
all of us it has been a valuable exercise in portrayal. 


Ron Reader’s simple but effective design has caught 
the spirit in which we approach the Jubilee. Fifty years 
of tradition and experience stand behind it. But the platform 
of our celebration, resting partly as it must upon the achieve- 
ments of the past, yet thrusts boldly forward for the Lamp 
to illuminate new tasks and new methods. 


This is the sign that 1965 shall be our ‘Productivity 
Year”. But note: the Jubilce rests on Toc H, not Toc H 
on the Jubilee! ECE 
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Contributed by GEOFF MARTIN 


From Colombo Branch 


Tus BRANCH holds its meeting in ‘The Hut’ - a wooden 
hut erected by the British forces during World War II. 
It is situated in pleasant surroundings in ihe premises of 
the Girls’ Friendly Society. It is amazing that with all the 
enthusiasm that the members are fired with the building 
has not gone up aflame! It can comfortably accommodate 
seventy-five members. 


Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at 6.30 p.m. This seems to be the most popular 
hour as it enables members to have a small break from office 
before they come into the meeting. 


There are three Boys’ Clubs run by Toc H Colombo, 
situated in different parts of the city. Each has an average 
attendance of fifty members, the age limit is twenty-one and 
a nominal subscription is charged. The clubs are open daily 
except Sundays. Thanks to Alastair McDowell, who is the 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of Boys' Clubs, they are going 
from strength to strength. À special tribute must also be 
paid to the three leaders of the boys' clubs, all three of 
whom are voluntary workers and devote every evening to 
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this work amongst the boys. Colombo Rotary very kindly 
presented a Handicraft Workshop and the boys are now 
taught carpentry and fretwork. Already they have proved 
their competence by repairing the club furniture. It is hoped 
in the near future to have an exhibition of their handiwork. 


There are Scout troops in all three Clubs and some of the 
Scouts have distinguished themselves by being selected to 
represent Ceylon in overseas Jamborees. 


Toc H Colombo Branch lost a stalwart by the departure of 
Bob McEntire from Ceylon. 


Growth in Toronto 


REVIVED by Tubby, refreshed by Colin Cuttell, Toc H 
in Toronto has steadily grown stronger. A small team of old 
and new leaders is responsible for this encouraging progress, 
among whom is Angus MacFarlane whose energy and 
business-like approach to Toc H is welcome reinforcement. 
To our great satisfaction he had agreed to become Deputy 
Commissioner for Eastern Canada. In a letter to George 
Davis, written in November, he says this:— 


Fortunately during the past year I have been able to spend a 
considerable amount of time at Mark IIC and we now have our 
accounting records in good condition and in addition the house is 
completely filled, with a waiting list. I would like to point out 
also that of the fourteen full time residents we have an exceptionally 
fine cross section of men (two from India, two from Australia, 
one from Greece, one from England and the balance from the 
East Coast to the Prairies in Canada; one Jewish, one Hindu. 
one Catholic, one Greek Orthodox and the others a mixture of 
Anglican and United). I would like to say further that these boys 
have become truly a working unit and as well as living harmoniously 
together they are participating in various community projects. 


I am very pleased with the reformation of the Mark and I feel 
that this trend will continue because more than half of thesc 
residents have become general members of Toc H. I will certainly 
continue to give as much time as possible to them and do whatever 
else 1 am able to do for Toc H in connection with the Toronto 
Branch. I hope that in the two year period we will develop into 
a live and useful Branch of the Toc H Family and that by that 
time Toc H will be in a position to have at least one full-time 
representative working in this area. 


Printed in England by John Adams (Printers) Led., London, S.E 1 


Journal Smalls 


Small Advertisements must be received 
(with remittance) by the first day of the 


month preceding publication. The charge is 6d. a word (mini 6s.). Editorial 
Office: Toc H, 15 Trinity Square, ו‎ E.C.3. dps 5 


ILOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


RUGES, BELGIUM. Toc H 


dual 


parties and indivi- 


visitors to this lovely old cily are offered 


good accommodation and excellent meals in a very 
friendly atmosphere at HOTEL JACOBS. Within easy 


reach of 
English 
brochure and 
Jacobs, 1 


“CLINE C.l. Good homely 
are in Toc 11 family. Terms B.B.& 
E.M. £6. July and August £7. Write 
Mrs. P. Saunders, Petherton, Tertre 
Lane, Vale. Phone St. Sumpson's 4756. 


(COMFORTABLE holiday accommo- 
“dation, Toc H family. All mod. 
cons. North of Island. 5 min. bus. 10 
mins. beach. B.B. & E.M. 7 gns. per 
week, Mid-week bookings accepted. 
Children welcome. Write Mrs. M 
Pattimore, La Hougue du Nord, La 
Haize, Vale, Guernsey, C.H. 


OLIDAY accommodation in New 

Forest. On bus route to Bourne- 
mouth, Write—Mrs. D. M. Chandler, 
*Knole'', Ashley Common Road, New 
Milton, Hants. 


ALe DESIRING warmth, comfort 
and good food should write for our 
illustrated brochure, A welcome awaits 
you at this small friendly hotel in 
Britain's besi climate (Town claim) 
Central heating everywhere. 11 & C. 
Slumberland mattresses, two comfort- 
able lounges, television. Hotel is used 
by members of Christian denominations 
who bring a happy spirit, and occupies 
best position on Promenade facing full 
south and opposite covered promenade 
This sheltered winter resort has excel- 
lent amenities. Winter terms from 6 gns 
weekly include heated bedroom, early 
tea, coffee afier main meals, etc. No 
gratuities. Write: Normanhurst, Sea 
Front, St. Leonards, Sussex. Telephone 
Hastings 4784. Also booking for Spring 
and Summer. Own beach hut. No in- 
crease in price on double or twin- 
bedded rooms 


coast 
spoken, 
terms 
Baliestraat, 


famed Cities of Art 
Strongly recommended. Write for 
to Mr. Hotel 
Bruges, 


und other 


Lictaert, 
Belgium 


Jules 


TJ OLIDAY accommodation in com- 

fortable home. Toc H family. North 
of Island, 5 min. bus. 10 mins. beach. 
B B. & E.M. 7 gns. per week. Mid-week 
bookings. Children welcome. Write 
Mrs. P. Gill, **Harpswell", La Folie 
Lane, Vale, Guernsey, C.i. 


CANTEEN Manageress wanted. — 
Lunch Club serves 400 lunches daily 
Mon.-Fri; Residential Hostel houses 


40 young men. Real opportunity for 
someone with Christian ideals, good at 
organisation and preparation of menus. 
Apply — The Warden, Talbot House, 
42 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 


“THE STILL CENTRE". — The 

writings of the Bordon Company. 
Published by Toc H, 4s. 6d. (postage 
6d. extra). 


W^2NVELOPES. Good quality cream 
X^. laid, 4131, with Toc H crest 
on flip. 4s. per 100, direct from 
Toc H Publications Dept 


OC H TIES in new design with 
A miniature gold lamps on black 
ground. Current prices: 
All Rayon Rep Weave. 12/3 
Terylene . B ; . 5 14/9 
All Silk Rep Weave 17/11 
Club Stripe Pauern also available : 
Terylene . . 0 : 10/6 
All Silk . . 0 13/11 
Plus postage, 6d. 
Direct from the Official Outfitters. 
C. R. THOMPSON LTD. 
41 Railway Approach, London Bridge, 
London, S.E.l 
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What's in il for you. 


"There's so much for everyone in 'Ovaltinc". 
The sustaining goodness that helps to build 
up glowing wally. Concentrated nourishment 
that makes it ideal for the whole family — it's a 
valuable breakfast drink for children. Out- 
standing quality —remember that only ‘Ovaltine’ 
gives you malt, milk, eggs and added vitamins. 
Make ‘Ovaltine’ the daytime and bedtime 


drink for your family. 1/8, 3/- and 5/6 per tin 


OVALTINE 


the right hot drink to round off thc day 


